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Stormwater runoff is the
Number 1 urban water
pollution problem in the

state.

As runoff flows over roofs, pavement and
developed land, it picks up soil particles, oil
and grease (mostly from cars and trucks),
and many different toxic chemicals,
including those from fertilizers, weed-killers
and pesticides. It also picks up bacteria
from pet and livestock waste and failing
septic systems.

About one-third of the state’s waters are
too polluted to meet state water quality
standards. Frequently, the cause of this
pollution is stormwater. This water is not fit
for drinking or swimming.

Contaminated stormwater
runoff can create hazards to
human health and affect

recreation, tourism, fishing,
and businesses.
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When you’re washing your car in the
driveway, you’re not just washing

your car in the driveway.

Clean water is important to all of us. It's up to
all of us to make it happen. In recent years
sources of water pollution like industrial wastes
from factories have been greatly reduced.

What’s the problem with car washing?

There's no problem with washing your car. It's
just how and where you do it. Most soap
contains phosphates and other chemicals that
harm fish and water quality. If you live in the
city and you wash your car in the driveway, the
soap, together with the dirt and oil washed from
your car, flows into nearby storm drains which
run directly into lakes, rivers or marine waters.
The phosphates from the soap can cause
excess algae to grow. Algae look bad, smell
bad and harm water quality. As algae decay,
the process uses up oxygen in the water that
fish need.

How will we change our ways?

The state recommends that cities and counties
help educate people in urban areas about
sensible ways to wash their cars and still keep
soapy water from washing into the storm
drains. You can, indeed, wash you car and
you can also keep our waters clean!

Car washing soaps don’t have to be a
problem. .

What will you do to help?

Use a commercial car wash, either
self-serve or machine wash.

Wash on lawns or other surfaces
where water can seep into the ground

Divert water away from storm drain.

Charity Car Washes

¢ Sell commercial car wash coupons
instead.

Borrow a pump kit to send the soapy
water runoff to a sanitary sewer not the
storm drain.

Rent a “Bay for a Day” at a self-serve
car wash that is hooked up to sanitary
sewer.

Bonus Points!

Cleaning your car the right way also helps you
e Support a healthy watershed.
o Help restore salmon runs.

o Sets a good example for your children
and your neighbors.

We all need clean water.

We drink it, fish in it and play in it. We enjoy all
it adds to our lives. In fact, we need it to
survive. Fish and wildlife do, too.

More than 60 percent of water pollution comes
from things like cars leaking oil, fertilizers and
pesticides from farms and gardens, failing
septic tanks, pet waste and fuel spills from
recreational boaters.

All these small, dispersed sources add up to a
big pollution problem. But each of us can do
small things to help clean up our waters too-and
that adds up to a pollution solution!



When your dog goes on the lawn,
remember it doesn’t just go on the

lawn.

Dog poop is more than just an icky nuisance.
It's a health risk to dogs and people, especially
children. It's full of bacteria that can make
people sick. And it's a source of water
pollution.

When it rains, dog poop melts away and runoff
carries it to storm drains, ditches and streams
that feed our rivers, lakes and marine waters.

Bacteria from dog poop can end up in shellfish.
People who eat those shellfish can get very
sick. The bacteria can also make water unsafe
to drink or to swim in. Nutrients from dog poop
can also feed the growth of aquatic plants and
algae. As these decay, they use up oxygen in
the water that fish and other aquatic life need.

Dog poop left on the ground is no small
problem. Based on a study by the American
Veterinary Medical Association, it's estimated
that there are 1.6 million dogs in Washington
State. That means hundreds of tons of new
dog poop every day!
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Bonus Points!
Properly disposing of dog poop also helps you:
* Keep pets healthy.

* Make yards and parks safer and more
pleasant places to play.

* Keep your and your family's shoes
clean.

* Keep out of trouble with local
ordinances.

*  Support a healthy watershed



Best ntP ( for
Com mal g
nt, to
charge

Applicable Operational BMPs

contaminants

Do not hose down to storm drains orto
receiving water those areas that
contain potential stormwater
contaminants

Do nota washwaters to be
discharg rm drains or to
iving water without proper
ment
e
mulch

means that prevent animals from
n the controlled area
e sed.

When you treat the lawn, remember

you’re not just treating the lawn.

y people , weed rs
icides to yards ga S.

Like in the garden, fertilizer in lakes and

Lawn gard red eto
beap em. will help?

Read the label. Follow instructions.

nutrients. Test your soil to find the



right type to match your
plant

. reat lawn or garden right
ara rm.

Use slow-release fertilizers and other
more environmentally friendly products.

* Try non-chemical alternatives. Use
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groundcover or shrubs.

Get expert advice about lawn and

garden products from Master
your county WSU
ce.

Bonus Points!

Using s and pesticides sparingly
also h :

Save money.
* Make yard safer place to play.

Support a healthy watershed.
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